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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 
1 . Newly submitted claims 1 3 - 53 are directed to an invention that is independent 
or distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: 

The originally submitted claims (6/15/2004) are directed to a game controller and 
game controller system. In this first claimed invention, the applicant discusses a game 
controller, a game controller in relation to a game system, and the arrangement of game 
control elements on a game controller. 

The newly submitted claims (11/07/2006) are directed to an "output signal control 
arrangement" as discussed by the applicant. This output signal control arrangement is a 
specific method of processing electronic signals. These claims are drawn to a specific 
system and method of electronic signal processing. 

It is well known and established in the art of game controllers and game systems 
that many methods and circuits may be used to perform substantially identical game 
controller functions, such as the multiple available methods of implementing game 
controller buttons to interact with a game system or console. The applicant's originally 
claimed game controller and console is independent of the applicant's newly claimed 
output signal circuitry because any type of generic or general circuitry may be 
independently used in a game controller as originally claimed by the applicant. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for 
prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claims 13-53 are withdrawn from 
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consideration as being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and 
MPEP§ 821.03. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 11 - 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Bouton et al. (U.S. Patent 5,593,350). 

Regarding Claims 11-12, Bouton discloses a button control for use in game 
control consoles including a button, rubber member located underneath side button and 
installed on a printed circuit board (col. 2, lins. 52 - 54), and inside said rubber member 
providing a conducting element facing apart from and relative to resistor strip provided 
on said printed circuit board, with the following characteristics: variation in an angle of a 
displacement of said button varying an amount of contact between said conducting 
element and said resistor strip on said printed circuit board and said resistor strip is a 
cut-open or non-continuous structure so that when said conducting element is first 
pressed down and in contact with said resistor strip, a resistance value across said 
resistor strip decreases from infinite value to a maximum value for easy reading of a 
button status, and a gradual depression of said button downward results in variation of 
said amount of contact between said conducting element and said resistor strip on said 
printed circuit board and thereby varying a magnitude of output signal (col. 1,lins. 15 - 
20; where a potentiometer is a variable resistor that provides variable resistance 
between infinite/open and maximum/closed values), wherein said button is equipped 
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with a pivot (col. 4, lins. 27 - 40; where an analog/variable joystick input has at least 
one direction of pivot). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 1 - 53 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aashish Karkhanis whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2774. The examiner can normally be reached on 0800-1630 M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Olszewski can be reached on (571) 272-6788. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



273-8300. 
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